Primary chemotherapy and postoperative adjuvant chemotherapy in the treatment of squamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix.
Two cases with squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix stage IIB with primary tumor mass about 2 X 2 X 2 cm were treated with primary chemotherapy of cis-platinum, 20 micrograms/m2 body surface intravenously daily for 5 consecutive days. Papanicolaou smear turned negative after two courses of chemotherapy in both cases. One of those was followed by radical hysterectomy with lymphadenectomy which confirmed that there was no evidence of disease by histopathology. The third case with stage IIIB and bulky tumor with involvement of pelvic and left common iliac lymph nodes was treated with simple hysterectomy followed by adjuvant chemotherapy with the same medication described above. Complete responses were obtained in all three cases and they are now doing well in a tumor-free state for 26, 30, and 28 months, respectively.